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As many as 46,000 people die each year because NHS treatments for a range of conditions, including cancer, trail behind the best in the world, a new report 

has found. 

The UK ranks near the bottom of a list of developed nations in terms of survival rates for common cancers such as breast, lung, prostate and bowel cancers. 

More than 9,000 people who die each year in the UK from lung cancer would survive if they lived in Japan, which has the best survival rate for the disease 

among the 32 countries studied. The UK ranks 30th. 

The report says that more than 6,000 people die unnecessarily each year from prostate and bowel cancer and at least 4,200 people annually from breast 

cancer. The UK ranks 23rd or lower for each condition. 

The report has been carried out by the think tank UK 2020, which was founded by the former cabinet minister Owen Paterson. 

It was written by Kristian Niemietz, from the Institute of Economic Affairs, and overseen by the renowned cancer specialist Dr Karol Sikora. 

The report found that the UK is one of the worst places in western Europe to be pregnant and have a baby. 
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While six countries, including Spain, Italy and Belgium, manage to keep the number of preventable deaths at zero, the UK has a rate of 25 per 1,000 — 

more than three times that of Greece. 

Even if the UK only matched the 12th-best country for each condition, more than 17,000 lives could be saved. 

In a foreword to the report, Paterson described the figures are “shocking” and called for the government to learn lessons from overseas. 

“The NHS has become a ‘no go’ area for a politician but we should break out of the consensus on the NHS and learn from other countries,” he said. 

“The most alarming finding is that 46,413 people die each year because they were treated on the NHS rather than by the healthcare system with the best 

health outcomes in the world. The political consensus surrounding the NHS is causing people to die unnecessarily. We should learn from the many 

examples around us.” 

Sikora said: “Despite much effort to improve services, this report clearly shows how far we still lag behind in the statistic that matters most — preventable 

deaths from common cancers. 



“A network of easily accessible diagnostic centres with blood tests, scanners and biopsy systems operating a 48 hour turnaround is the only way to ensure 

we capture cancer in its early stages. 

“We all love the concept of the NHS but it’s simply not adequate for dealing with the epidemic of chronic disease that is inevitable with an ageing 

population. A radical shake- up, not just an increase in funding, is needed if we are to catch up with other European countries in the next decade.” 

The Department of Health said: “Cancer survival rates are now at a record high, but we know we need to do better to compare with the best internationally, 

which is why we are investing £300m in a new commitment that all suspected cancer patients will be given a definitive diagnosis or the all-clear within 28 

days of being urgently referred by a GP. It will help save an extra 30,000 lives a year by 2020. Only last week, Jeremy Hunt [the health secretary] 
announced a raft of measures to tackle our stillbirth rates. 

“By learning from proven methods in countries like Sweden we hope to achieve a dramatic reduction in the number of tragedies where babies are lost or 

injured for life.” 

 

 

 

 


