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Ward f 0 petition
LYN NEVILLE from

Pembrokeshire Cancer Support
writes: As the Charity Coordinator
for Pembrokeshire Cancer Support,
I am passionate about Cancer
Services in Pembrokeshire and
that people get the best available
service. I have personal knowledge
as I have had Cancer myself and
spent many hours, days and weeks

in the.Chemotherapy Day Unit and
on Ward 10 at Withybush Hospital,
Haverfordwest.

I have seen first-hand the skill
and dedication of the Doctors and

Nursing staff on Ward l0 and the

CDU. I owe my life, literally, to

Dr Mike Bartlett and Sister Tracey

Thomas after having a Respiratory

Arrest following a reaction to
a Cancer Drug. Their skill and

expertise saved me.

Now Cancer Patients are

expected to go to A&E and quite
possibly sit for hours waiting to
see someone. This is far from ideal
for a Cancer patient who may have

immune system issues, and could
potentially make them worse.

We need this Ward 10 to be

a Dedicated Cancer Ward and if
the New Chief. Executive, Steve

Moore, and his Management Team

have any Compassion and Care

they will reinstate it and show the

Pembrokeshire people that they are

listenine.
The petition reads: There is no

full time Permanent Consultant,

no Oncology Consultant and no

inpatient Hospice beds. There is

a P/T two day a week Palliative
Care Consultant. No dedicated

Haematology, Oncology or Palliative
Care Beds. Withybush Hospital had

an excellent model for Cancer Care

but it did not fit in with the rest of
Hywel Dda Health Board.

The Hywel Dda Health Board
have no idea at all what a devastating

and frightening effect the removal of
Ward l0 as a dedicated Ward have

had on Cancer Patients and Carers.

One comment on the petition:
"It is an outrage that you should

not maintain a dedicated cancer

care ward manned by permanent

cancer care consultants and staff at

Withybush Hospital as it used to be."
Another read: "The expertise.

dedication and care of the staff on

Ward 10 is absolutely immeasurable

and should not be lightly dismissed

and fragmented. Theirs is a specialist

knowledge dealing with the care of
cancer patients. Otherwise we are

left with a situation in Withybush
where nursing staff, in particular,

are Jacks of all trades but masters of

none. Our hospital is failing to meet

our needs. We are out on a limb here

in the West.We have raised so much

money in the past to keep things

going. The staff have been brilliant.
Don't we matter anymore."

Responding to the .latest cancer

waiting time statistics for the whole

of Wales, Plaid Cymru MP Hywel

Williams, said: "Despite promises

by the First Minister, the Welsh

Government has not once met its
urgent target and they have actually

fallen even further behind in these

latest statistics. The First Minister
must step in and take action to ensure

this situation is turned around as a

matter of urgency."


