
Mark Drakeford AC / AM
Y Gweinidog lechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol
Minister for Health and Social Services

Eich cyflYour ref
Ein cyflOur ref MD/03575113

Mr Roger Burns
27 Hill Lane
Haverfordwest
Pembrokeshire
546 11PR

Llywodraeth Cymru
Welsh Government

b January 2014

Engtish Enquiry Line 0845 010 3300
Ltinetl Ymhotiadau Cymraeg 0845 010 4400

Correspondence.Mark. Drakeford @wates. gsi. gov. uk

Printed on 100% recycled paper

D** ilt* (bu<rnn,

Thank you for your letter of 6 December regarding the current and future state of the NHS.
Your letter raises many issues.

Let me first agree with you that there is value in a public debate on the NHS. The NHS is a
great public service and everyone should have an interest in its success and sustainability.
At this time of austerity, it is vital that we review the pattern of services and consider how
best to ensure that the public are fully involved in protecting and maintaining their own
health, and in creating services that can support them into the future.

Whether we need a new philosophy I am not so sure. The Welsh Government subscribes
fully to the principles that lay behind the creation of the NHS in the first place, while
accepting that services must continue to evolve.

You make a number of suggestions and more detailed comments. However, these would
require more detailed presentation and analysis in light of the current situation where
devolution has made the NHS the responsibility of different administrations, each making its
own decisions in the light of the needs, resources and priorities in its own country.

I accept that services are under real pressure and that is why we are demonstrating a
strong commitment to improving quality and tackling poor performance whenever it is
uncovered. I am equally determined to ensure that the resources available to the NHS,
which must always be limited, are well used.
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I wish you well with your attempts to
professional involvement.
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