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Ref: AW/Letters/HDACHC124 

 

25th February 2013 
 

Mrs Lesley Griffiths AM 
Minister for Health & Social Services 

Welsh Government 
Cardiff Bay 

CARDIFF  CF99 1NA 
 

Dear Minister, 
 

FORMAL REFERRAL UPON THE HYWEL DDA LHB CONSULTATION 
EXERCISE AND ITS PROPOSALS ON HEALTHCARE SERVICES 

 
I write formally in respect of the Hywel Dda LHB’s recent consultation exercise 

upon the future of its healthcare services, this entitled ‘Your Health – Your 
Future’ and herein to formally express this council’s concerns upon these 

plans. We are not satisfied that these proposals for substantial change to 
health services would be in the best interests of health service users within 

this Hywel Dda area; we also have concerns upon the consultation process 
that has been followed by the Hywel Dda LHB. You will of course be aware that 

the plans were approved in their entirety by the LHB at its meeting on 15th 
January 2013.  

 
In the foregoing context, and in accordance with the NHS Wales Consultation 

Guidelines we now respectfully ask that you formally review the entire Hywel Dda 
LHB consultation process, particularly the manner in which the consultation 

feedback and analysis was undertaken by the LHB in making its final 
recommendations, and importantly also ask that you reconsider each of the 

health service changes that Hywel Dda HB intends to be implement.  
 

Our core grounds for this referral are therefore that: 
 

 the LHBs consultation process itself did not meet the basic ‘Gunning 
Principles’ upon consultation 

 

 the post consultation methodology and analysis of the various responses 

and submissions was flawed 
 

 

 there were core issues excluded from the consultation exercise that should 

have been included, and particularly the intended provision of community 
care which should be the cornerstone of any change 



 

 

 the LHB consultation proposals have insufficient detail in respect of 
financial and business plan models 

 

 due cognisance has not been given to the opinion of clinicians, or that of 

other external stakeholders who are expected to support the plans for 
change from acute to community settings, especially the GPs and local 

authorities. 
 

 concern at the lack of detail in the provision of community care and ‘virtual 
wards’ with the planned closure of the Mynydd Mawr Community Hospital 

 

 a number of the healthcare configurations are deemed unacceptable and 

not in the best interests of patients and the public, these particularly:  
 

o Women’s and children’s, neonatal, SCBUs, obstetrics and paediatric 
services 

 
o The A&E service at Prince Philip Hospital Llanelli 

 
o MIU provision in Pembrokeshire 

 
 

 the rurality and poor transport infrastructure of the Hywel Dda region, 
almost one third the land mass of Wales, has not been fully recognised in 
the plans that are to be implemented 

 

 A lack of assessed health need and published equality impact assessment 

 
The foregoing concerns are fully detailed in the attached report entitled “Issues, 

Opinions and Concerns Regarding the Hywel Dda Health Board’s ‘Your Health – 
your Future’ Consultation on Healthcare Services”. 

 
Please know that in making this referral we fully understand that maintaining 

the status quo within the health service is not an option, and indeed this has not 
been an issue at all. We accept that change is necessary but from our perspective 

change has to lead to an improvement in the patient care pathway and a 
betterment for all. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 

A.L. Wales 
 

A.L. Wales 
Chairman to the Council 

 
enclosure 
 
cc.  David Sissling Chief Executive NHS Wales 

  Chris Martin, Chairman, Hywel Dda LHB 


