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for updating the current
charging policy at a meet-
ing on Monday
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per week regardless of
income.

Proposals include an in-

meals in social care day
services could also in-
crease from f3.10 to f,4.34,

clay. the changes could in-
crease income by S800,000
per annum.

Whatis going on
atour hospital?

UNCERTAINTY: Wards are closed at Withybush Hospital and rumours are circulating about other services.

IN the wake of can-
celled orthopaedic sur-
gery, closed wards and
fears of further ser-
vice cuts, serious ques-
tions now need to be
asked about just what
is happening at Withy-
bush llospital,

One ward is confirmed
to have closed and anoth-
er was discovered empty
during a routine Hywel
Dda Community Health
Council (CHC) visit:

CHC members found
that ward 12, a medical
ward, was empty
Chief officer, Ashley

Warlow, said the team
had been concerned that
a number of beds had
been taken out of service
without their knowledge.

"Members arrived at
ward 12 to find that the
ward was now entirely
in darkness and had been
emptied of beds.

"This was previously a
vibrant ward on the sec-
ond floor of the hospital,
with 30 patients, and it
now looked gloomy and
desolate." said Mr War-
low.

Hywel Dda said: "In
September 2012, ward 12
was used to facilitate a
significant ward refur-
bishment programme

By Katy Woodhouse
01437 761753
kwo@westerntelegraph.
co.uk
Twitter @WTelegraph

at Withybush Hospital,
The staff on the ward
were redeployed to other
ward teams throughout
the hospital. The first
phase of the refurbish-
ment programme is now
complete and throughout
the winter months the
bed capacity and staffing
situation will be continu-
ously reviewed."

The Western Telegraph
was also told that a com-
munity support unit was
due to close at the end of
last month and the hos-
pital's histology depart-
ment is to be permanent-
ly moved to Carmarthen
from November 1.

Hywel Dda confirmed
the closure of the Withy-
bush ward, which had 14
beds, and said: "The com-
munity support interme-
diate unit is currenfly
based on ward 14 and is
used to care for medical-
ly fit patients who have
complex discharge needs.

"These patients do not
require acute medical
care and will be cared for

either at home or as close
to home as possible.

"The staff will be rede-
ployed."

Meanwhile, Healthcare
union Unison has called
for the Welsh Govern-
ment to intervene over
'chaos and confusion'
surrounding orthopaedic
elective surgery
It wants to know exact-

ly whether surgery will
be cancelled or continued
in the Hywel Dda Health
Board area.

Unison state that the re-
ply from the Health Min-
ister, Mark Drakeford,
has insisted that all elec-
tive surgery is not being
cancelled and there is
only a proposal to reduce
a number of surgical in-
patient beds to cope with
additional winter emer-
gencies.

The ability to maintain
the skill set of surgeons
is also being questionec
following a reduction in
procedures as well as the
increase in patients on
the waiting list.

CHC chairman Tony
Wales said: "I under-
stand that at the present
time there are about
1,000 people on the wait-
ing list, and the planned
discontinuation will sig-

nificantly exacerbate the
problem. The CHC has al-
ready received a number
of calls from concerned
patients on this matter.

"I understand that bed
capacity is not an issue
providing patient service
provision is not impact-
ed. but I'm disturbed that
the local health board has
not communicated these
closures to the CHC in a
timely and appropriate
manner."

A spokesman for Hywel
Dda. said: "The board is
currently looking at a
number of proposals to
plan for expected increas-
es in demand over winter.
These include increas-
ing day surgery cases,
re-profiling orthopaedic
waiting lists, maximising
non surgical treatments
and, where it is safe, tem-
porarily reducing some
non-urgent inpatient
work. The proposal to re-
duce some non-urgent or-
thopaedic surgery is cur-
rently being discussed
with our clinicians and
staff to ensure all safe
options are considered.
These preparation pro-
cesses are ongoing but
until these discussions
are completed, no final
decisions will be made."
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